
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 20th 
Chrisman United 
Methodist Church 
116 E. Monroe Ave 

Chrisman, IL 
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Come and Join Us at the August Gathering 
Great Food, Great Friends, Awesome Worship, Fellowship, Music & Communion  

Potluck Dinner 5:00 P.M.   Gathering  6:00 P.M. 
All Elohim Great Banquet events are held on “Illinois” time.  

Child Care Will Be Provided 

Stay Connected: Join or start a Reunion Group & Come to the Monthly Gatherings 

Driving directions from Paris to 
Chrisman United Methodist Church 

1. Go north  from Paris on Highway 1. 

2. Continue for 13.5 mi. 

3. In Chrisman, turn left onto E. Monroe Ave.  

Church is on the right. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Fall Weekends – at Camp Illiana  
 

Men’s Great Banquet #25    September 8-11, 2011 
Lay Director – Eric McAdam 

 

Women’s Great Banquet #26    September 15-18, 2011 
Lay Director – Paula Sprigg 

Community 
Lay Director:  
 

Jessica Bush 
 
 

Board Members: 
 

Cherie Ashley 
 
 

Dan Bircher 
 
 

Paul Boyer 
 
 

Harry Clayton 
 
 

Eric Coon 
 
 

Lisa Gard 
 
 

Debra Korte 
 
 

Jeff Loper* 
 
 

Donna McAdam 
 
 

Donnie Rowe 
 
 

Tom Skinner* 
 
 

Tom Stelle*  
 
 

Becky Williams 
 
 

Kevin Williams 
 
 
 

*denotes clergy 

Elohim Great Banquet Community 

Newsletter  Aug / Sept  2011 

Ways You Can Serve and Share God’s Love  
Sponsor! Sponsor! Sponsor!  Remember your weekend? Someone prayed for  
you and sponsored you. Who would you like to bless with the same love that you 

 received on your weekend? Pray for your guest and turn in your sponsor forms ASAP.  
Prayfully consider who to invite, and send their application, by mail or hand deliver to:  

Paula and David Sprigg at 20519 N. Lake Drive, Marshall, IL 62441 
Questions? Email: Elohimregistrar@gmail.com 

72 hour prayer Vigil: Prayer is the backbone of the weekend! Both Men’s and Women’s 
Prayer Charts have open time slots available. You may sign up at the Gathering or at the 
Thursday night send-off.  We praise the Lord and lift up in prayer the weekend, Guests, 
Team, and Community. 

 

Agape Gifts are needed and need to be labeled for quantity and for the intended group (i.e. 
Conference Room, Guests only, or Everyone) and the quantity per Agape gift needed is: if 
for Conference Room (50), and if for Everyone (80) for each weekend.  
Agape Letters: Need to be marked:  Family, Friend, Community or Team.  
Banners: Great project for reunion groups and those who are artistic or creative  
Place Mats: Creative project for day cares, Sunday school classes, Family night, etc. 
Consumable Items: Markers, glue, construction paper, and other craft items.  
Paper towels, t-paper, tissues, napkins, foam or plastic cups, plates, bowls.  

Bring items to the Gathering, team meetings, or to the Campground 
prior to the sendoff on Thursday. Attend Great Banquet Events: Send-off, Candlelight, and Closing 

  

Day Illinois Time Events 

Thursday 6:00 pm Setup 

 6:30 pm Guests Arrive 

 7:00 pm 
Send Off 

Sponsor’s Hour 

Saturday 8:00 pm Apostolic Hour 

 9:00 pm Candle Light 

Sunday 4:30 pm Closing 

 6:00 pm Cleanup 

 

Events and TimesEvents and TimesEvents and TimesEvents and Times    
    

 Come and see how God  Come and see how God  Come and see how God  Come and see how God 

has changed lives has changed lives has changed lives has changed lives     

in 72 hours in 72 hours in 72 hours in 72 hours     

prayer, singing prayer, singing prayer, singing prayer, singing 

communion, fellowshipcommunion, fellowshipcommunion, fellowshipcommunion, fellowship    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

From the Community Spiritual DirectorFrom the Community Spiritual DirectorFrom the Community Spiritual DirectorFrom the Community Spiritual Director    ---- What  What  What  What About the Guests?About the Guests?About the Guests?About the Guests?    
Greetings in the Name of our Lord! 
     Elohim Great Banquets #25and #26 are almost here.  Lots of preparatory work has been done.  Much remains to  
do, but progress seems to be moving along on schedule.  Six weeks and we will be in the Conference Room praising 
God and enjoying His Presence.   
     There is a verse of Scripture I want to speak about.  It is from St. Paul's letter to the Philippians:  "Be careful for 
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." 
(4: 6) It means not to be anxious about things, but also to pray about everything. 
     I'm reminded of an episode of prayer and faith from the life of 19th century Pastor George Mueller.  After a terrible 
epidemic of cholera, Pastor Mueller was directed by the Holy Spirit to build an orphanage.  He and his wife began to 
pray.  They prayed for land and a building...and God provided.  They prayed for furnishings (bedding, furniture, 
utensils, etc) and again God provided.  They prayed for clothes and food and...and it was amazing how people 
contributed!  Everything was ready and the Mueller's opened their new home for parentless children.  No one came. 
     As you can imagine, Pastor Mueller was devastated.  They had prayed for everything, and it was miraculous how it 
all came in!  "Did we miss the Lord?"  As he discussed matters with his wife, she suddenly began to laugh.  He, in his 
frustration, wanted to know why the laughter.  "George! Don't you see?  Everything we have prayed for God has 
given.  But we forgot to pray for children!"  When he grasped the truth of this, both Mueller's stopped what they were 
doing, fell before the Lord, and prayed that God send them orphans.  The next day the new orphanage was filled. 
     I tell this (again) because I want to encourage the Elohim Great Banquet Community to be in much prayer for 
Guests.  We pray for the Team and for Sponsors, and we pray for the one or two Guests that we want to personally 
sponsor.  This is good.  However, are we falling before the Lord and praying that God send Guests?  Remember, 
the Master wants His house to be filled.  We do most certainly have the room. 
     When I went to Lost Bridge Great Banquet #43 as an observer, they had thirty-four or thirty-five Guests (and still 
had a space for me).  Their facilities were not nearly as spacious as Camp Illiana.  In fact they were somewhat 
cramped...but the Lord Jesus showed up and the Great Banquet was wonderful.The Master wants His house to be filled. 
      "Come, Holy Spirit!  Fill the Elohim Great Banquet Community with the fire of Your love.  Send forth Your Spirit 
and replace the apathy in our nation with a true hunger and thirst for the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  Fill 
Your house with guests and help us to love them and one another with a pure heart fervently.  Our request is that Your 
house be filled.  We are so thankful to be a part of this Community.  Grant that we may follow in the ways of Your 

Wisdom and continue in the enjoyment of Your Consolation.  In Christ's Name, Amen." De Colores 
                                                              

               Tom Stelle, Acting Community Spiritual Director 
 <><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<

><<><<><<><<>< 
Greetings From the Community Lay Director - Sponsorship 101 

Do you remember when a friend or family member asked if you would like to attend a Great Banquet, Emmaus Walk, 
or Chrysalis? Perhaps some of you were so excited that you packed your bag that day even though it was months away. 
Or perhaps you said no and then later reluctantly said yes. You showed up Thursday night and wondered what you had 
gotten yourself into. Then at some point during the weekend maybe you had an “Ah Ha” moment with Jesus and really 
understood the love that he has for you. Do you remember how excited and loved you felt? Do you maybe remember 
how on fire you were for Christ during the closing and how you just wanted to tell everyone about it? Not everyone has 
the same reaction from their weekends. The hope and prayers is that the guests/pilgrims really see the love of Christ. 
Do you remember how you wanted to invite everyone you knew to attend a weekend? This Great Banquet Community 
hosts a set of weekends twice a year. The Fall weekends are usually in September and the Spring weekends are in 
March. These are opportunities to sponsor. Pray about who you would like to sponsor. Remember it is in God’s timing 
and not yours. You might know someone who is willing to go on the next weekend or it could take years. Don’t give 
up. Pray, pray and then pray some more. Don’t be afraid to sponsor. If you have questions about sponsoring seek 
someone out who has sponsored before and they can assist you. You could also ask any board member. The September 
weekends are just around the corner. Pray for the team and pray for the guests.   DeColores,  
            Jessica Bush 

 



 

Gathering:Gathering:Gathering:Gathering:  Saturday,Saturday,Saturday,Saturday,        NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember 1 1 1 19999thththth        -        Kansas United Methodist in Kansas, ILKansas United Methodist in Kansas, ILKansas United Methodist in Kansas, ILKansas United Methodist in Kansas, IL     
    

 
 

Saturday, October 15th 
Singspiration/Gathering 

 

Clarksville Baptist Church 
11892 E Clarksville Road 

Marshall, IL 62441 
 

Team selection for the Spring Weekends has already begun.  
Volunteer forms are included in this newsletter. If you would like to be part of the 

Team in March; Please fill one out and return it to:  
Eric Coon at: 27030 E County Rd 1040 N Ashmore, IL 61912 or to: Elohim Great Banquet Community 

PO Box 327 Marshall, IL 62441or email it to: Elohimgreatbanquet@yahoo.com  
The Team Selection process, the Community, and the Guests benefit from willing Volunteers, but we  

need to know your availability, your name, your Team experience, your talents and gifts and  
where and how you want to serve. Make sure that you mention all of your team experience.  

Even though you may have worked on prior Elohim walks or banquets. 
 

Newsletter Information 
 

Visit Our Community Website  -  www.ElohimGreatBanquet.org   
Update your contact information, find out about The Weekends, Gatherings, Guest lists, Downloadable 

Sponsor, Volunteer and Board Election forms, The Newsletter, Sponsorship information and 
responsibilities, Maps, Driving directions, and other items.  

We need your current email!!!  We are growing as a community and would like to email the Newsletter and other 
information, specific to Elohim Great Banquet Community business, in order keep you updated on current 

Community events and to cut back on printing and mailing costs. 
Contact us at the community email  Elohimgreatbanquet@yahoo.com 

 

Annual Elohim Great Banquet BAnnual Elohim Great Banquet BAnnual Elohim Great Banquet BAnnual Elohim Great Banquet Board Electionsoard Electionsoard Electionsoard Elections are held during the are held during the are held during the are held during the    
November Gathering (Saturday Nov. 19November Gathering (Saturday Nov. 19November Gathering (Saturday Nov. 19November Gathering (Saturday Nov. 19thththth))))    

 

Included in this newsletter is the Board nomination form. If you would like to nominate someone 

or if you would like to serve as a board member please prayerfully consider the matter and fill 

out the form and return it to a current board member or mail it to:  

Elohim Great Banquet Community PO Box 327 Marshall, IL 62441before Nov. 3rd. 
 

Please note:  The deadline for Board Nominations is at the November (Nov. 3rd) Board meeting.  
 

Welcome to Cherie Ashley, Paul Boyer, and Jeff Loper; 

  our newest board members.              Thank you for serving. 

Directions from Charleston to Clarksville Baptist Church: 
1. Head east on IL-130S (18th St.). continue for 4.5 miles. 
2. Turn left onto Westfield Rd. (ECo Rd 280 N/Co Rd 480). 
     Continue for 6.5 miles to Westfield. 
3. In Westfield, and turn left IL Highway 49 . 
4. In .5 miles take the 1st right onto Clarksville Rd 
 Church is on the right in 10.5 miles.  
Directions from Marshall: 
1. From Route 1, head north toward US -40. 
2. Turn left onto US-40 W. 
3. Take the 2nd right onto E. Clarksville Rd. 
 Church is on the left in 6 miles. 


